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ZB/ka "Impending Epidemics" 18 Jénuary 1995

Dear Joshua,

You will recall, during our meeting in Charlottesville, among others, that
 you emphasized the need for the world to respond now to the impending crisis
resilting from the resurgence of infectious diseases. We feel a need to

take this challenge up at the earliest opportunity with CI®S. As a first
step we have besen cousideriﬁg the feasibility of oxganizing a high-profile
conference on the implj.catiOns of this rapidly déte'rioratj.ng situvation. I

do hope that I can couﬁt on your support and advice in the preparation of this
event, which I hope to arrange in WHO Headquarters du.ring the fall ‘of . this
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year. Even more, the conference w:ll gain con51derab1y in stature and influence
S .

if you could agree to deliver a keynote address.

We intend to invite mot only representatives of all mipistries of health,
the medical academia and national re search councils, but also top personsg

in leading institutions such as I0OM, NIH, FDA, EU, etc.

Both Jack Bryant and I are aware that it is under your leadership that the.
Institute of Medicine is creating a Forum on Emerging Infections. It seems
to me that a discussion of the intermational aspects of this issue will be

helpful , not least, to the work of your Forum.

I enclose the preliminary draft agenda and a short background note that I -
have developed together with John F. Dumne, Director'of the WHO Division

of Drug Management and Policies.
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Please let me know, by fax, when and where I can reach you by telepho?j///

(with number) so that we can discugs the possibilities.

Looking forward to hearing from you soon and with kind wishes for 1995,

I remain,

Yours iipcerely;

/
AL TP

Zbigniew/Bankowski, M.D.

Secretary—-General, CIOMS



